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Clann Domnaill leis lion a otindil
(Mar thiad dairghe ds doiredaib;

D’feinn Shddla is d’amsaib lle

Ghasraid shide shoinemail.”

PDainting © Osprey Publishing by Seén O’Brégdin for “GALLOGLASS 1250-1600” author, Sergus Cannan; 2010.

Clan Donald with bim in full numbers
As oaRs that overtop the o0akwoods;
Of Ireland’s warriors and Isla’s mercenaries
(Den they are, strenuous, excelling.

Tadhg Dall 0 hUiginn, circa 1588.



CHAPTER 11

EIRINN — BIRTHPLACE OF SOMERLED
AND CLAN DONALD - CLANN CHOLLA.

Somerled’s father was Giolla Bride servant of St

Bridget, Irish Patron Saint; his grandfather was Gill
Adomnan = servant of St Adomnan. This is clear evidence
of the strong Gaelic cultural and familial background of
Somerled (and religious) regardless of what his norse

Y-DNA indicates.

“Thepedigree ofthe MacDonalds is laid outin about fifteen
Irish and Scottish sources, some of which are reproduced
in the accompanying table. Though lacking some eight
or nine generations before Fergus, these all agree that the
MacDonalds’ ancestors were descendants of Colla Uais.
The presence of Carthend in the genealogies makes it
perfectly clear that they originated among the Ui Mac
Carthend of Loch Foyle, that is, of Tir Keeran”. ! The
land of Cenél Meic Carthind (or Ui Maic Cairthainn),
descended from Colla Uais, 2 of Tir-Keeran, ie, territory of
Carthend, Nth Airghialla - on the east side of River Foyle
is only four miles to the contemporaneous Colmcille’s
Derry and his first monastery on the other side.

The current Tirkerran Park (a current Barony) is only 13
miles from Limavady where Angus Og (of Bannockburn
fame) married the local Lord’s daughter, Agnes O’Cahan
(“chiefest Uraight”, main sub-king of Cenel nEoghain).
Tir-Keeran was adjacent to the early Tir Eoghain=Tyrone.
Historically, Tyrone stretched as far north as Lough Foyle
and comprised part of modern day County Londonderry
cast of the River Foyle. (Airghialla was pushed south by
these expanding Tyrone O’Neills — eg, Monaghan. See
maps at end.) The 5th century Cenél nEoghain kindred
of the Northern Ui Neill kingdom (capital at Aileach)
branched to the mainly dominant 10th century Clan Ua
Neéill, O’Neill dynasty (capital moved to Tullyhogue,
Lough Neagh — then to Dungannon/Donaghmore.)

The “Ui» UaP O’Neill” High Kings/Kings/Earls
of Tyrone made or confirmed alliances with
Clann Cholla (Clan Donald) for 1000 YEARS :-
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Grianan of Aileach (Stone Palace of the Sun), originally a
multivallate Cashel hillfort dating to the early Iron Age. The
ringfort seen above was built by the victorious Cenél nEégain
¢.790 and occupied to ¢.1050. The Ui Neill Kings of Aileach
were inaugurated and ruled from there from the 5™ ¢. (restored
in the 1870%s). It is 11 kilometres northwest of the ecclesiastical
site of Derry.

> 575 : With Aedan mac Gabrain of “British” DAL
RIADA, Cenél nGabrain, in 575. At (St) Columba’s
Druim Cett convention, Limavardy — eg, decided
that Aedan’s fleet of D4l Riada would serve Aed mac
Ainmerech, Cenél Conaill, Ui Néill, High King of
Ireland 3 — Columba’s kinsman. Taxes, risings out, etc,
settled.);*

> 835 : Between Niall Caille mac Aeda, Cenel
nEoghain, King of Aileach, High King of Ireland, with
Gofraidh, son of Fearghus, chief of Airghialla in 835
(and Kenneth McAlpin); Gofraidh becomes the first
Toiseach of the Innsi Gall but his descendants were
forced back to Airgialla by King Magnus III (Barefoot)
1098 who conquered the Hebrides and Edgar, King of
Scotland ceded them and Kintyre to him. Magnus was
killed 1103 in Ireland — Edgar d.1107. After Somerled
was fathered c.1110 in Ireland by Gille-bride, they
returned, designed the superior naibheag (smaller, faster
galley with revolutionary rudder) and famously gave the
Vikings their only defeat at sea 1156-58 and Somerled’s
grandson is the original DONALD.

>

that Donald son of Ranald should take the government

¢.1233 : “Messages came from Tara in Ireland

of Innsigall and of the greater part of Gael (Ulster—
Ireland?).”

U The Ancestors of McDonalds of Somerset; by Donald M.

Schlegel; 1998.

2 Further reading and maps :
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~irlkik/ihm/index.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~irlkik/ihm/colla.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~irlkik/ihm/uineill.htm

3 The high kingship of Ireland rotated between the Cenél
nEo6gain and Cenél Conaill branches in the late 6th century.
Charles-Edwards, T. M. (2000); Early Christian Ireland.

The accounts of the convention, show that the status of the
Scottish dynasty was more or less confirmed in its existing
form. The right to levy taxes and tribute went to Aedan, while
the right to raise the armed forces of Dal Riata in Ireland went
to Aed, as overlord of Ireland. Essentially this meant that while
Aedan and his successors could maintain their authority over
the D4l Riata in Ireland, they had control of the government
of the territory. Settlement on the Western Seaboard c. AD300-
800: Dalriada and North Uist; Ewan J. Innes, MA (Hons Scot.
Hist.) FSA Scot. 1993



» 1250 : Then between the King of Tir Edghain,
Brian mac Néill Ruaidh O Néill: 1238- 1260; High
King of Ireland 1258-1260, and the first Clan Donald
‘Galloglaigh’ under Angus Mor from ¢.1250, ie, the early
Gaelic resurgence against Anglo-Normans (not Clann
Alaxandair [Og]”)

» 1250 - 1260 : Through this alliance, Angus Mor is
praised in poetry, c.1250, in “An Address to Aonghus of
Islay”, for regularly sending assistance from Iona and in
1264 the Annals record Macdonnell Galloglaigh building
a monastery in Armagh for the new Friars Minor.

> 1266
Hebrides shifted from Norway to Scotland pushing Clan

: Treaty of Perth — Sovereignity of the

Donald even closer back to Ireland.

»  ¢.1295 - : Angus Og’s sister married Brian O Néill,
King of Tir Eégain !. — ¢.1300 : Angus Og makes marriage
alliance with O’Cathain, Cenel nEoghain, Limavady.
At that time they hold Dunseverick.

» 1315 : King Domhnall mac Brian O Néill with
Edward (de) Bruce (King Robert 1’s brother) and
Angus Og MacDonald in 1315 to “expell the Gauls
from Ireland.” They foresaw “a grand Gaelic alliance
against England”, between Scotland and Ireland since
both countries had a common heritage.

> 1318 : and a continuation of the same aim from 1318
with the “The Great O’Neill” and now the disinherited Mac
Alaxandair (Og) Macdonnell High Constables of Ulster for
three centuries to the 1640’s Wars of the Three Kingdoms.

» 1365 : the O’Neill-Airghialla-Clan Donald
connection :- 1365 (Annals of Connaught -Ulster- Loch
Ce). Brian, son of Aed Mag Mathgamna (MacMahon)
assumed the kingship of Oriel (Airghialla) and made
gossipry (incl. “contracted a marriage alliance”) with
Somairle son of Eoan Dub (Owen Duv) Mac Domnaill,
heir to the lordship of the Insi-Gall, and High Constable
of the province of Ulster (these Macdonnells are the
sons of ALAXANDAIR OG, Galloglaigh Constables
(sometimes MacConnell, MacOwen).

» 1366 : The brother of Somairle, heir to the Lordship
of the Insi-Gall, then comes over to Ireland :- “Randolph
Mc Alexander, chief of the McDonnells, * came out
of the Isles to assist Neale O’Neale in that war, where
the two sons of McDonnells met...".. "Randolph sent
Alexander his son & heir and Terlagh MacDonell, to his
kinsmen, desiring them, in regard they were his kinsmen
and he Chiefe of the house they were of, that they would

’

be pleased to desist from contending against him.’

Ceremonial silver foil decorated
axe head of the “Ard Constapla
Coicidh Uladh”, MacDomhnaill
Galloglach, Clann Alasdair.”
CLANN DOMNAILL a nEIRINN.
16 Century, from the Blackwater

R., Clonteevy, Tyrone3s near

MacDomnaill territory, as
expressed ¢1600, “Galloglass
under the Blackwater.”

» 1395 : The last “Mac Alaxandair Macdonnell” to
Ireland, ie, Eoin (Shane) Maol (John the bald), son of
Raghnall MacAlaxandair (above) was “expelled from my
country” to Ireland by his “consanguines” (cousin) Lord
of The Isles, Donald II. This is written in Eoin/John or
Schan MacDonyld s letter, as “Captain of his Nation and
Constable of the Irish of Ulster” to King Richard II, from
Armagh 4 (25 Feb 1395).

He was on The O’Neill’s Council as a “generosi, nobiles
uiri, magnate” and he did liege homage to King Richard
II in the old traditional way on the 16 March 1395, in
Drogheda, as an equal to the other Irish kings.® - “...
Eoin meic Raghnall meic Alaxandair meic Aonghusa
moir” ® “Shane McDonnell, of the diocese of Ardagh,
divested himself of his girdle, dagger and cap, knelt at
the King s feet, and holding his hands between the Kings

hands, took oath in the Irish tongue ™.

1 Sellar, “Hebridean Sea-Kings”, p. 194.

2 This Randolph, son of Alaxandair Og, son of Angus Mor, has
been “body snatched” by the MacAllisters for the shaky scaffold
of their pedigree. Raghnaill/Randolph, son of Alaxandair in the
CLONMACNOISE ANNALS. “Randolph Mc Alexander, chief of
the McDonnells, came out of the Isles to assist Neale O Neale
in that war, where the two sons of McDonnells met... were his
kinsmen and he Chiefe of the house they were of.” They were
all :- “MacDomhnaill Galloglach, Clann Alasdair” — ‘Gaelic
Warfare in Middle Ages’, K Simms; p110. MacAllisters, and
others, have misused the less clear AFM entry which called
Randolph : the heir of the Clann-Alexandair. 1t’s correct, for that
period - but it’s unequivocally Clann-Alexandair OG! Which the
AFM notes confirm. MacAllisters current pedigree is flawed also
because the Revs A&A, CLAN DONALD used an error in the
“original” but discredited ‘MS1450’ and created a false lineage for

the descendants on Donald, son of Alexander Mor. David Sellar
(on this matter) - “"Unfortunately, neither the original ‘CLAN
DONALD, 1896-1904°, although a most useful quarry, nor DJ
Macdonald of Castleton’s more recent ‘Clan Donald’, can be
relied on.” (see Chapter 5, Attachment “A” and Charts A, B, C.)

3 UJA, VOL 60: Antiquities from the River Blackwater (IIl) -
Iron Axe Heads; 2001. Drawing by Diedre Corone.

4 R. Curtis’ “Richard I in Ireland; 1927; pps 175, 176.

Except note the difference - “Art O’Dempsey in Leinster, with
a rope tied around his neck”

6 O’Clery Genealogies; Analecta Hibernica; XVIII; pp.20ft. The
Genelech Meic Domhnaill Galloglaich; (section 301). MS1467.

Calendar of the Carew manuscripts, Preserved in the
Archiepiscopal Library at Lambeth, Ed J Brewer, 1871; p.380.



This was absolutely not John Mor Tanister, Donald
II’s frater (full brother). An unqualified fact is
this: Eoin Mhoir Tanister, was never, at any time,
Constable of Galloglass to The O’Neill (see Chapter
5, f/n 4; p.48%).

It’s highly probable, that the critical person in this
whole episode, Raghnall Mac Alaxandair (Og)
mhic Aenghus Mhor, had previously “usurped the
government of the Isles” for 9 years.1 It cannot be
a MacRuari as they were never designated ‘“de
Yle”. (Dr Nicholls incorporating Hugh of Sleat - Dr
Kenneth W. Nicholls, Irish academic and historian, is
one of the most widely respected Irish historians of
the twentieth century.) Raghall’s son, the above Eoin
{Shane} Maol, was subsequently “expelled from my
country” by his consanguine, Donald II, to Ireland
for obviously continuing to be a challenger to the
Lordship. This is a coherent narrative with an obvious
context :- The rioghdhamhna 2 MacAlaxandairs, sons
and heirs of Chief Alaxandair Og, k.1299, seriously
challenged for the Lordship of the Isles from ¢.1319 to
1395. It is history that has been deliberately obscured
by other contenders and muddied by “the clan”. 1390
: John MacAlaxandair became Prior and then Abbot
of Iona, 1405.

> c.1412 : DONALD (IT) of Harlaw acquired
and gifted to the Abbey c.1412-21 the priceless “Hand
of St Columba” - a rarity and the only corporeal relic
of St Columba repatriated from its five centuries of
safekeeping in Derry, Ireland.

[John (I) de Ile, Lord of the Isles, d.1386 - his Irish
mother was Agnes O’Cathain (Cenel nEoghain, Ui
Neill) of Limavady, near Derry. Her other son Brian
O’Neill (to The O’Neill) was therefore John de Ile’s
half brother.]

> 1433
with a numerous fleet to Ireland into the muster of
Ua Neill to aid him (against O’Donnells). Annals of
Ulster (The See of the Isles removed to Iona).

: Mac Domnaill of Scotland came

> 1542 : In a serious dispute over ownership
of an island, crannog fort, (probably Lough Roughan
or Marlacoo four miles north of Dungannon),
“Gyllaspike McDonyll, one of the Chief men of
the north, Constable of Lord Conatius O’Nell and
Principal Captain of his Nation, being the special

U The World of the Galloglass; p.,98; Dr K Nicholls. Sean Duffy
Editor, 2007

2 (note p.4, Schan MacDonyld s letter to Richard II.... Note the
same titles, terminology; see 1395 above.

nuncio of O’Nell,”, 3 killed Chief Conn Baccach
O’Neill’s eldest son Felim “with one cast of his
javelin,” plus two others of the Chief’s sons 4.

These events eventually led to the Tyrone Macdonnells
withdrawing their considerable military forces 5 from
Lord Conn Baccach. This sudden loss of military
strength finally forced Conn, The Great O’Neill, to
make a humiliating submission to Burly King Harry,
Henry VIII in England, 1542 — it bore a heavy price,
the loss of his traditional Gaelic title and the prestige
and influence it commanded throughout Ireland 6.

> 1567 : Chief Art Macdonnell (Tyrone &
Armagh Galloglaich Macdonnells) married the
daughter of The O’Neill, Turlough Luineach.
7 After Shane O’Neill’s revenge killing by the
Antrim MacDonnells in 1567, the clan inaugurated
Turlough The O’Neill 8 — in opposition to his cousin
Hugh, the (‘English’) Earl of Tyrone. Art was “The
Macdonnell”,9 chief of that clan, with prestigious
cavalry as well as his own multiple Constables of
Galloglaigh Battles (300) and in addition, those
(400) hired to The O’Neill, Turlough Luineach, and
billeted on his vassals— Carew MS 1575. The 1st Earl
of Antrim, Randall MacDonnell, whose mother was

3 AFM 1542.1 ‘The son of O’Neill (Felim Caech, the son of
Con, son of Con Mor) was killed with one cast of a javelin, by
MacDonnell Galloglaigh. Two other sons of O Neill died’

4 Irish Wars 1485-1603 7 p-9. lan Heath;1993.”Conn Baccach
: 400 horse, 800 kern - and 400 galloglasses, each sparr
of 2 = total 800 incl. skirmisher. Each well equipped and
professionally trained Galloglaich was by far the more
effective fighter.

5 Fire & Sword: Sorely Boy Macdonnell and the rise of Clann lan
Mor 1538-90; J Michael Hill; 1993; p.26. The MacDonnells of
TByrone and Armagh — A Genealogy Study; pps 204-205. These
events, much influenced by the actions and military strength
of the Tyrone Macdonnells eventually resulted in the turmoil
of the disastrous O’Neill succession and the dramatic rise
of Conn’s eldest remaining legitimate son, the hated Shane
O’Neill The Proud who killed his half-brother, the illegitimate
Matthew in 1558.

8 Scots Mercenary Forces in Ireland 1565-1603; Gerard A
Hayes-McCoy; 1937; GENEAOLOGY No 3..

Turlough married Lady Agnes Campbell, the widow of James
Macdonnell, Chief Clan Ian Mor, after he was killed by Shane
at Glentasie! Turlough Luineach succeeded Shane O’Neill
after he was killed in revenge by the Macdonnells of Antrim!

8 Annals of Ulster 1534.2 “Mac Domnaill, namely, Rughraidhe,
died this year: one eminent in hospitality and prowess was that
man. And his brother, namely, Gillaespuic, was made Mac
Domnaill.”



a daughter of 1st Tyrone Earl, Conn O’Neill, married
the daughter of 2" Tyrone Earl, Hugh O’Neil. Randall
joined Hugh O’Neill’s rebellion in 1600.

The dynasticism of Clan Donald is no more evident
than with the frequent marriages of both sons and
daughters to the Ui Neill. (The Tyrone and Leinster
Macdonnells aligned themselves with the two most
powerful dynasties in Ireland : the O’Neills and the Old
English Anglo-Norman, (Fitz) Geraldines.)

> 1595 : Hugh, The Great O Neill (c. 1550 —
1616), 2" Earl of Tyrone, aiming to again be the “High
King of Ireland”; with Emann Og Macdonnell, ‘Nobilis’
(returned from Spain), as “Ard constapla coicidh Uladh”,
High Constable of Ulster. Emann was the Chief of the
Tyrone & Armagh MacDombhnaills, Dean of Armagh,
d.1601.

Emann was postulated by Hugh, The Great O’Neill
for Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of All Ireland,
upon selection by the Chapter. !

2 “Tullogh Ogé. On this hill the Irish create their O
Neale.” English Map ¢.1602, by Richard Bartlett.?

U Archivium Hibernicum, 1, 241. (Op cit. Macdonnells of
Tyrone, p.210). An Anglo-Irishman was appointed of course.

2 Above : English Map ¢1600, by Bartlett. (part thercof —
Nth pointing right). Inauguration of the Chief of O’Neills
at Tulloghoge, west shore Loch Neagh, Ulster. The huge
Lough Neagh is between Ulaid and Airgialla. The 400 year
old chair of four stones was the “Leac Na Ri”, the Kings
Stone. (Counterpart to the Stone of Destiny). Bartlett also drew
the actual chair; cut-out overlayed in the corner - “Ulster &
other Irish Maps ¢.1600”; Plate V; G. Hayes—McCoy; 1964.
Macdonnell’s main seat was NW of O’Neill’s Dungannon, on
the left, past, “O’Donallie” the hereditary Ui Neill Marusgal
(Military Marshal). They were the Lucht Tighe (Lo-Tie), the
ancient Household Guard of O’Neill before the MacDomhnaill
Gallowglass took that role. The two handed axe held high
indicates the presence of the Clan MacDomnaill Galloglaigh
“Ard constapla coicidh Uladh” = High Constable, Ulster.

The last O’Neill inauguration, Tulloghoge was 1595. In
that case, depicted here “historically” are :- Chief of the
O’Neills, Hugh, with Macdonnell Chief, Emann Og
(of Tyrone, High Constable), shown holding high his
ceremonial axe. O’Cahan, O’Neill’s “chiefest Uraight”
(potentate), or O’Hagan, Chief Justice, is throwing the
symbolic sandal over Hugh’s head (to be later annointed
& crowned King by the Primate of Armagh). This real
inauguration chair, was ritually smashed with an axe
by 8t Baron Mountjoy, Charles Blount and Arthur
Chichester - to “braike downe” O’Neill’s power, 1602.
Six months later, Hugh submitted.

Almost every High King of Ireland came from the
Ui Neill dynasty down to the end of the 11th century,
and the supremacy of the O’Neill kings of Tyrone was
hardly challenged for another 400 years.

> 1602 : “Of Scots Galloglaigh, however, Tyrone
(Hugh, Earl) had a numerous following, thirteen of their
(Byrone & Armagh) Macdonnell Captains perishing in
the battle” of Kinsale 1602 (ie, 13 multiplied by their
companies of “/00%s”). Randal MacDonnell, 1%t Earl of
Antrim, also commanded forces (of 400) at this battle

with heavy losses. 4

This was the decisive battle — everything gaelic perished

“Henceforward, mercenary military aid from the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland could mean nothing
to the Irish” 5 Gerard Hayes-McCoy is the expert in this
field.

“For many centuries then, the ancestors of
Dean MacDomhnaill were held in the very
highest esteem by reason of their nobility

9 6

and their function”.

Courtesy of Dartmouth Collection, No 25, National Maritime
Museum London.

Scots Mercenary Forces in Ireland 1565-1603; Gerard A
Hayes-McCoy; 1937; p335.

5 Ibid; p334.

Domhnach Moér (Donaghmore) : Part IV: The Insurrection
of 1641 and Its Background. Eamon O Doibhlin. Seanchas

Ardmhacha: Journal of the Armagh Diocesan Historical
Society, Vol. 3, No. 2 (1959), p.413.
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CLANN DOMNAILL a nEIRINN agus a nALBAN (MSS No 1337;! H3, 18; Trinity college, Dublin)

NORTHERN UI NEILL - AIRGIALLA - ULAID - DAL RIADA

Treland, ¢ 650AD i)
= Monastery linked to . i

3t Patrick and Armagh
o Monastery linked to

3t Colum Cille and [ona
 Manastery

Colours indicate approximate
houndaries of provinses .

Inishnoarray®

PRQV’]NCES - T
s Beaeh | [ approximate extent of Genél Loaim lands
e Biume | [ZZ] approximate extent of Cenél nGabrain lands
- B Uit (et [ approximate extent of Cenél Comgaill

This map created for The Ireland Story. [t may be used elsewhere provided the site is

non-profit, a link is given to wane drelandstory com and the graphic s not raodified. - mmﬂm extent of Cenél w

NOTE : BORDERS CONSTANTLY CHANGED FROM 300-1500 : eg, mainly from Cenél nEogain

» Ua- O’ Neill (of Tyrone (Great O’Neill) and Fews, Clandeboye) moving East South-East. The borders
are very difficult to render accurately & completely for all periods and all places. They can wax and wane
and have “border-areas”, either side — and shifting. Not all clans within a border including family septs were

always united. Southern Ui Neill ended up south of Airgialla - Meath.
(acknowledgement. : [reland s History in Maps.)

1 “Genealogies of The Highland Clans Extracted from Ancient
Gaelic MSS.” Note: David WH Sellar, now Lord Lyon,
comment about MS1467 in “Cetic Scotland” —Skene; 1880”;
he said, it is “the only reliable account of these pedigrees so

far in print”; “the prime manuscript consulted here being ‘MS
1467°, now more accurately transcribed.”
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