ATTACHMENT B. [to letter to HS re slab 150 of July 2013; IRM]

After | have provided you with sound reasons why Somerled is buried in St Oran's Chapel, lona, you asked me
why Clan Donald history itself is ambiguous about where Somerled is buried, saying he is buried at Saddell.

SOMERLED -a YAY 3 2F (GKS LyyasS DIf4gdwite¥ R YAy G&NB>X wS3dA dza

SOMERLED is buriedonlona:- ¢ ¢ KA & away viit dalbétBesepeltureof the best men of the Isles, and

also of our Kings, as we have said; because it was the most honorable and ancient place that was in Scotland
Ay GK2a$S RI & a Description of §he O¢drienflé ie, Western Isles of Scotland™; Donald Monro;

1549.]

See Ch. I. - Somerled is not buried on insignificantSaddell (ie, at that time obviously, 1164). | will not repeat all
the relevant material in this chapter of my book and website.

1. 1GQa 2yfe dalYOoAId2dzae AF 2yS 9y24G NBFSNNAy3I G2 @
proposition in the O ® m dCtan Dodaldl + 2 f K2 (2{F2 gl udiRersaDiratiiio® R A G K y 24 |
shred of evidence, and which goes against every other piece of evidence, every expert opinion, * against
020K 2F G(KS Of I yQa"@ay t ®{ WSO 2 @K/ MeHaRigh 0sSieatNDcth ey Ot
20 writers in Icolumkgl?} and against all basic common sense, and against all known contemporary ritual,
custom, precedent, practice, etc, etc. LG 3IS0G& o6l YRASR | NB dzglah DbndldR NI LJ
ASySNIrtte asSSy I a (i Kdhe traditiondlistShavy d seeRingii igplaceddiack and/ R
whitea f 2 & | fséverg "inféllble" vard and don't spend a moment looking elsewhere and/or reflect on
any different opinions.

2. LG A& T NYz& G NI histofical® NINR SlE$ difficMBd k. It B ditheda concoction to serve
& 2 Y S 2 y Sifdalest, Zoféwhere, a century and a bit ago, or, see my possible alternative of dHeart
Buriat T { 2 Y S NXoSIdhavé bedt Buried dr translated to Saddell by Reginald It is all in my book as
Fo2@Sd ot { Y LT @2dz R2y Qi S@Sy (2dz0K 2y TacticeSG | f
etc,2F¥ GKAA LISNA2RI (GKSy @2dz R2y Qi dzyRSNRUGIFIYR YSRA
work no one has researched and integrated this essential context for the functioning period paradigm ¢ see
SCARF - Scottish Archaeological Research Framework :- "With respect to grave monuments, at a practical
archaeological level there is little understanding of the relationship of monuments to the people
commemorated']

3. Why on earth would Somerled, King of the Isles, who HS agree "probably built' the Chapel {not Reginaldy},
GKSYy ¢lyd G2 0S 0dNASR a2YSgKSNB StasSs tSa4 ft2yS
L2yl Qad KAIK adl ddzas 3 Ngjysth&dayBonaNdslplsziha lastiplice dnleaftd dza  {
"to be left unflooded" :- dfloat will lona of St Columba the clériéseven years before the day of dobrd
Where else would a King want to buried, in fact many, many knownKings ctheadw2 & f CSf f 2 6 & KA
ond L2yl X (i WesterhWérld 02 F {attRRiBé, 6 & || GANLdzZ ff & Wy2(GKA

! Eg McDonald, Russell Andrew. The Death and Burial of Somerled of Argylfest Highland Notes and Queries, ser.

2,n0.8, Nov. 1991]also his:ScoteNor se Ki ngs and t he RI®F5corhekamgdonRoétheilstds ous O
Scot | andd aboatecd0@.1386; 197.

2 "The king sent a boat with the corpse of Sommerlézbttumkill at his own charges. This is the reportwéntywriters

in Icollumkill". 'FRAGMENT OF A MANUSCRIPT HISTOR¥ THE MACDONALLS by the Slet Historian writtenin

the 17th centurycontainedin:- Skene, Vénd Gregory, D;Collectanea de Rebus Albaniciena Club Transactions.286;

1847.


http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-somerled.html
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-somerled.html
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/
http://www.scottishheritagehub.com/content/case-study-writing-beyond-book
http://www.ionahistory.org.uk/iona/ionahome/ionaexplore/ionaabbey/oranschapel.htm
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4, ¢KSNB ¢4l a y20 I aAy3atS ONARISNAI H6KAOK g2dzxZ R 2NJ
relative back water of Saddell - as a preferred place of burial. A ridiculous notion which contributed to this
nonsense is that the warrior slab, south wall of choir, Saddell, A & { 2 YSNI SRQ& odzi A G A:
the earliest and its arched wall recess is more typically late 15t" century. Reginald was buried in the same
chapel as his father, Somerled, in StOrl Yy Q& (e $lide¥Saftached). That is, neither of their corpses is
buried in Saddell, but, maybe their hearts are.

5. Relating to documents from Saddell Abbey itself: -a wSAA Yyl t R Aad NBEFSNNBR G2 I a
(The/ A & G SNOA I y & MellfoNtPrdfand) ik d\aBpal mandate €@ 393 and in charters of King James
IV (1498, 1508 [1507?]0 @& KSNB | NB 322 R MH dndrdfidfatierrwadrSdorkildedod (1 K I
AlG&a T2 dyARMeKérl2Cy E B.Sc., F.S.A. Scot, 1955; and Dr. Andrew MacDonald, 1995).

6. These documents referred to all previous endowments/grants of land to Saddell and Somerled was never
included.

7. Inthis " CONFIRMATION TO BISHOP OF LISMORE BY JAMES IV. OF CHARTERS BY LORDS OF THE ISLES TO THE
ABBEY OF SADDELL. At Edinburgh, 1 Jan 1507 ("CLANDONALDVol 1"; p564.) :-

8. The first endower is listed as :- " (1). Charter of Reginald the son ®fmerled, who called himself King tife
Isles and called himiord of Argyll andKintyre dicti monasterii fundatoris- ie, "SAID FOUNDER OF THE
MONASTERY And endower number (2) is :- "aliam cartam ejusdefth- ie, "ANOTHER CHARTER OF THE
SAME (PERSON)", that is, Reginald. And on it goes with the three subsequent endowers all being Reginald
the founder's responsible heirs, the Macdonald Lords of the Isles.* Just as for lona Abbey :-

There is only one founder (Reginald);
But there are many endowers (founder's heirs) ;
Endowment is not a once only event - it is a continuing process.

There are not only subsequent additional endowments, but the reciprocal functionality, the "conditionality of
endowment, is dynamic and all Clan Donald heirs-chiefs had an obligation to regulate and manage it. And they
did - continuously for 300 years! [This was so even when Reginald's Cisterciarfoundation was made under the
tenure of frankalmoign- perpetualfree alms]. It is historically wrong to call them plain, common patrons.

9. awS3A Y lditRhavad nadedalpilgrimage to Rome and returned with consecrated dust which was
scattered on the (Saddell) foundations and to have lived there for three years during its building W ¢ A ( K 2 dzi
O2 YAy 3 dzy R $hgstronglyNiBligatesxidat he superintended the Saddell construction from the
A0FNIS €SFPAY3I 52yFHER (G2 R2 GKS &FYS F2NJ L2yl ®
Cistercian institution (period unknown), daughter-house of Mellifont, might indicate that this was his main
love - where hisheartwas - and it's possible that it still is, literally! Did Reginald - £ &2 G NI yat I S
embalmed heartaspartofhis{  RRSf f | 606 S @& Q&? (R&a# rdeye Rekeydrohea@® BUNGB. Y 2 y &

*fAlt (Saddell) is not abbayxilGededs e n of MapaMusdi(rhap 6fwdld)ot t i s h
written between 1205 and 1idnkdas a relifi®s abrpardtidn fomaperiedeof 250 yeass, h a v
approximately from 1220 to 147D A.(McKerall). "Founded ¢.1207 Watt, D. E. R., & Shead, N. F. (ed))The Heads
Rel i gious Houses in Scotl and f r o rRecordseSociety,iNew Serees, Volume 24,6 t h
(Edinburgh, 2001).

* And aRoderici(Roderick) anotherson of Regiald (listedfirst after Reginald)


https://archive.org/stream/clandonald01macd#page/564/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/clandonald01macd#page/564/mode/1up
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/a-full-noble-body---good-john-eviscerated.html
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10. | repeat with the aid of my, might | say, universally acclaimed graphics :- SOMERLED mac Gillebride: k.1164 -

REX INSULARUM, WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN SUPERIOR CHAPEL, TEMPEULL ODHRAIN, SYMBOLISING THE 4TH
TOMAIRE NAN RIGH, TUMULUS REGUM INSULARUM. a¢1 9 ah{¢ | hbhw!.[9 ! b5 !
{/he[!-0&E9Q ah{¢ 1 ![[h295 {th¢ hb Lhb! o¢

FOUR TUMULUS REGUM - THE RIDGE OF KINGS

INSULARUM (NORWEGIAE SCOTIAE HIBERNIAE\ ..all 4 co-existed > 300 years.

4TH "@M o w

=

ST ORAN’S RELIC < ' ' > '
A'D 750-800

St Oran’s Cross was near here.
(First stone high cross, lona?)

1500 1200 600 lona was a “hallowed”

place before Christianity.

LORDS OF ISLES, KINGS OF ISLES....Q\IORWAY-MANN; SCOTLAND-PICTLAND, NORTHUMBRIA; HIBERNIAy...DALRIADA...

PRECEDENT <= RITUAL <¢m CIRCUMSTANCE

SPIRITUALIA
DEPOSITO AD SANTOS

TEMPORALIA
THE BODY POLITIC

PURGATORY
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
JUDGEMENT DAY
RESURRECTION.

_______THE sOUL

SOLIDARITY OF KINDRED

ROYAL FELLOWSHIP OF DEATH
SECONDARY RITUAL, LIFE FORCE CENTRE
PERPETUATE KINGSHIP.

CHRISTIAN DRUIDIC

SUMMARY

If we can knock the nonsense about Somerled and Saddell on the head, then we will be doing everyone,
including Clan Donald, a huge favour.

Somerled was RI INNSE-GALL, King of The Isles, and would demand nothing less than to be buried with the 40 (at
least) other Gaelic/CeltiOk b 2 NBE S Y AlyA/a3d aQHNI2Wa deoNBf F y R {0204t F yR |

most ancient graveyard inall Scotland -A 'y | &/ St GAO / KdzZNOK¢ OSYSUOUSNE® !y
revered saint (Oran) whose earthly remains were forever in direct contact with his soul in heaven! Proximity to
NEt AOa r wStIFGAGS aidl Gddza Ay YSRMDEDHid ad Bahi@sh Sailea |

paramount, essential for Somerled. Who was the famous Saint with relics at Saddell? There was none. And who
GSNBE GKS alyOSai2NREE Ay OfmigR dzy R Saddardy offkinghiff, S NI dadi dzNm 3i KK 2 (i

OKIy0S 2F GF1Ay3a LINBOSRSyO 2 OSNJ L 2 yThe® was daefthatavé I  F
know about.

IANR.MACDONNELOULY2013.


http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-st-orans-cemetery.html
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AD 858 - TUMULUS REGUM SCOTIAE.
Kenneth MacAlpin, King of Scots.

“Kenneth, son of Alpin... he died in Forteviot, and was buried in

the island of lona.. where the three sons of Erc were buried.”

Chronicle of the Kings.

- AT T ]y gt ; T 5
“Tomaine=nan-Righ,c:600,—¢:1200:xThe, rca/ historic
Ridge of /(mgs was.three.dr y stone “cells’

g l - RSO
i TOMB. TQMB\ X ARy ST
OF P OF, '”. OF “kIDGEOFCHIEFS”
NORSE S(,U] IRL\H
l&mu‘Sa KIN: JS X KINGS

$504D S,uelO 1S k

6 CLAN DONALD LORDS OF THE ISLES : — A Nba Bn‘\ga e_\g}g_ “\

DONALD 1°* TO DONALD OF HARLAW (1247-1421)

“His full noble body was buried with befitting pomp and solemnity in the 3 & B i e RIDGE OF KINGS” -Q SO caned

tomb of his ancestors on the south side of Teampull Odhrain; the sacred

storehouse of his predecessors and guardian of their bones.” : HE | (Graveslabs re_arranged +1854-9 by the Iona Chﬂ-,)
NATURAL'SMALL HILL ’ Vobe: My : ; G - ; f\

THE FOUNDER OF IONA ABBEY AND NUNNERY
REGINALD MAC SOMERLED, REX INSULARUM (d. 1207).

GRAVESLAB No. 161 — AUTHOR’S ORIGINAL ATTRIBUTION SUMMARY.

A - THE POSITION IN ST ORAN’S CHAPEL

1. Reginald as the accepted founder:- the standard or popular position for abbey founders was the Gospel side or
the north of an altar. The new Abbey church was barely started and St Orans was preferred in any case — the “most
hallowed spot”, “most ancient”, “Royal fellowship”, etc. Also note alter burials of St Bridget and Archbishop Conled,
Kildare;

2. Solidarity of kindred customary burial as proved in contemporary Ireland:- buried near his father, Somerled, who
had prime position in his chapel, on the other side of the altar (eg, as per Clonmacnoise ¢.1200 for the O’Connor
“royal” dynasty;

3. “Depositio ad sanctos”. A Cult of Saint’s ritual:- buried near St Oran’s relics/altar;
B - THE GRAVESLAB.

1. Slab has a pilgrim’s staff (‘3’ - RCAHMS) :- Reginald was a known pilgrim to Rome, Jerusalem
and the Abbey Founder; “a (staff) symbol referring to the rank or status of the deceased.”

2. Slab has an “aristocrat’s” sword:- Reginald was “the greatest warrior”; King of the Western
Isles — nobilis Rex Insularum;

3.  Slab is the right design age, earlier 13! c. :- stands out as pre-lona School.
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KINGS AND SONS BURIED EACH SIDE OF ALTAR & ITS SAINT’S RELICS
‘The solidarity of kindred and tradition’

“Torredelbach on the southern side of it,
Ruaidhri on the other lofty side”

“depositio ad sanctos”

1- 1156 — Torredelbach Ua Conchobair, over king of Connaught, Ard Ri na
hEireann, was buried “beside St Ciaran’s altar” at Clonmacnoise, and

1- 1198 — his son and successor Ruaidhri, was buried on the north side of the
altar (Annals of Four Masters).

Annals of Connaught, 1224: “the King who built most monasteries and houses
for religious communities” - ob. Cathal O’Conner (Conchobair).

ST ORAN'’S ALTAR and RELICS.
1- 1164 - SOMERLED buried on the Epist/e Side (south)

1- 1207 - REGINALD buried on the Gospel Side (north)

“This came to be the standard position for the burial of founding patrons.”

“depositio ad sanctos”




