
ATTACHMENT B.  [to letter to HS re slab 150 of July 2013; IRM] 

After I have provided you with sound reasons why Somerled is buried in St Oran's Chapel, Iona, you asked me 

why Clan Donald history itself  is ambiguous about where Somerled is buried, saying he is buried at Saddell. 

SOMERLED    - άYƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴƴǎŜ Dŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ YƛƴǘȅǊŜΣ wŜƎǳƭǳǎ ƻŦ !ǊƎȅƭƭέΦ K.1164. 

SOMERLED is buried on Iona :-  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ was wont to be the sepelture of the best men of the Isles, and 

also of our Kings, as we have said; because it was the most honorable and ancient place that was in Scotland 

ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘέ;   ["Description of the Occidental, ie, Western Isles of Scotland";  Donald Monro; 

1549.] 

See Ch. I. - Somerled is not buried on insignificant Saddell (ie, at that time obviously, 1164).  I will not repeat all 

the relevant material in this chapter of my book and website.  

1.   IǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ άŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎέ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ϑƴƻǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳϒ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻƴŜΣ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

proposition in the ŎΦмфлл άClan Donaldέ ±ƻƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻƭƭƻǿΣ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άuniversal traditionέ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 

shred of evidence, and which goes against every other piece of evidence, every expert opinion, 1 against 

ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ мтth ŎΦ ά{ŜƴƴŀŎƘƛŜǎέ ϑaŀŎ±ǳǊƛŎƘ and Hugh of Sleat :- άthe report of 

20 writers in Icolumkillέ 2} and against all basic common sense, and against all known contemporary ritual, 

custom, precedent, practice, etc, etc.  Lǘ ƎŜǘǎ ōŀƴŘƛŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άClan Donaldέ ƛǎ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀƴ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ άōƛōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ some traditionalists have a seemingly misplaced black and 

white άƭƻȅŀƭǘȅέ ǘƻ ƛǘs every "infallible" word and don't spend a moment looking elsewhere and/or reflect on 

any different opinions. 

2. Lǘ ƛǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ άhistorical ŜǊǊƻǊǎέ ŀǊŜ very difficult to kill. It is either a concoction to serve 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ interest, somewhere, a century and a bit ago, or, see my possible alternative of άHeart 

BurialέΤ {ƻƳŜǊƭŜŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ could have been buried or translated to Saddell by Reginald.  It is all in my book as 

ŀōƻǾŜΦ ώt{ Υ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻƴΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΣ ǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ ǇǊactice, 

etc, ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ Lƻƴŀ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΦ tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

work no one has researched and integrated this essential context for the functioning period paradigm ς see 

SCARF - Scottish Archaeological Research Framework :- "With respect to grave monuments, at a practical 

archaeological level there is little understanding of the relationship of monuments to the people 

commemorated."]     

3. Why on earth would Somerled, King of the Isles, who HS agree 'probably built' the Chapel {not Reginald}, 

ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ {ŀŘŘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘƘƛƴƎέ ϑƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ 

LƻƴŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŜǳǊΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ς just nothing}. Iona was also the last place on earth 

"to be left unflooded" :- άfloat will Iona of St Columba the clericέ, άseven years before the day of doomέΦ  

Where else would a King want to buried, in fact many, many known Kings ς the άwƻȅŀƭ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǘƘέ 

on άLƻƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ the Western WorldέΦ  {ŀŘŘŜƭƭ, at that time, ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ΨƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

 

                                                           
1
    Eg. McDonald, Russell Andrew .   The Death and Burial of Somerled of Argyll, West Highland Notes and Queries, ser. 

2, no.8, Nov. 1991.  [also his :  Scoto-Norse Kings and the Reformed Religious Ordersò; 1995.  The Kingdom of the Isles ï 

Scotlandôs Western Seaboard c.1100-c.1336;  1997.  
2
    "The king sent a boat with the corpse of Sommerled to Icollumkill at his own charges. This is the report of twenty writers 

in Icollumkill".  'FRAGMENT OF A MANUSCRIPT HISTORY OF THE MACDONALDS' by the Sleat Historian, written in 

the 17th century; contained  in:-  Skene, W and Gregory, D; 'Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis; Iona Club Transactions; p.286; 

1847. 

http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-somerled.html
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-somerled.html
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/
http://www.scottishheritagehub.com/content/case-study-writing-beyond-book
http://www.ionahistory.org.uk/iona/ionahome/ionaexplore/ionaabbey/oranschapel.htm
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4. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ {ƻƳŜǊƭŜŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

relative back water of Saddell - as  a preferred place of burial.   A ridiculous notion which contributed to this 

nonsense is that the warrior slab, south wall of choir, Saddell, ƛǎ {ƻƳŜǊƭŜŘΩǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ мпǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǘ 

the earliest and its arched wall recess is more typically late 15th century.  Reginald was buried in the same 

chapel as his father, Somerled, in St OrŀƴΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ (see slides attached). That is, neither of their corpses is 

buried in Saddell, but, maybe their hearts are. 

5.  Relating to documents from Saddell Abbey itself: - άwŜƎƛƴŀƭŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ {ŀŘŘŜƭƭ !ōōŜȅ 

(The /ƛǎǘŜǊŎƛŀƴǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ !ƛǊƎƛŀƭƭŀΩǎ Mellifont, Ireland) in a papal mandate of 1393 and in charters of King James 

IV (1498, 1508 [1507?]ύΦέ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ he, and not his father, was responsible for 

ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 3 (A.McKerral, C.I.E., B.Sc., F.S.A. Scot, 1955; and Dr. Andrew MacDonald, 1995).   

6. These documents referred to all previous endowments/grants of land to Saddell and Somerled was never 

included.  

7. In this " CONFIRMATION TO BISHOP OF LISMORE BY JAMES IV. OF CHARTERS BY LORDS OF THE ISLES TO THE 

ABBEY OF SADDELL. At Edinburgh, 1 Jan 1507 ("CLAN DONALD Vol 1"; p564.) :-  

8.  The first endower is listed as :- " (1). Charter of Reginald the son of Somerled , who called himself King of the 

Isles, and called him Lord  of Argyll and Kintyre, dicti monasterii fundatoris - ie, "SAID FOUNDER OF THE 

MONASTERY."  And endower number (2) is :- "aliam cartam ejusdem" - ie, "ANOTHER CHARTER OF THE 

SAME (PERSON)", that is, Reginald.  And on it goes with the three subsequent endowers all being Reginald 

the founder's responsible heirs, the Macdonald Lords of the Isles.4  Just as for Iona Abbey :-  

·     There is only one founder (Reginald); 
·     But  there are many endowers (founder's heirs) ; 
·     Endowment is not a once only event - it is a continuing process.  
 
There are not only subsequent additional endowments, but the reciprocal  functionality, the "conditionality of 

endowment", is dynamic and all Clan Donald heirs-chiefs had an obligation to regulate and manage it. And they 

did - continuously for 300 years!  [This was so even when Reginald's Cistercian foundation was made under the 

tenure of frankalmoign - perpetual free alms].  It is historically wrong to call them plain, common patrons.  

  

9. άwŜƎƛƴŀƭŘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛd to have made a pilgrimage to Rome and returned with consecrated dust which was 

scattered on the (Saddell) foundations and to have lived there for three years during its building ΨǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǊƻƻŦΩέ.  This strongly indicates that he superintended the Saddell construction from the 

ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ LƻƴŀΦ wŜƎƛƴŀƭŘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ {ŀŘŘŜƭƭ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ 

Cistercian institution (period unknown), daughter-house of Mellifont, might indicate that this was his main 

love - where his heart was - and it's possible that it still is, literally!   Did Reginald ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ {ƻƳŜǊƭŜŘΩǎ 

embalmed heart as part of his {ŀŘŘŜƭƭ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ? (Read more here on heart burial).    

 

                                                           
3
   ñIt (Saddell) is not included in the list of Scottish abbeys in Gervase of Canterburyôs Mappa Mundi  (map of world), 

written between 1205 and 1211ò. ñSaddell appears to have functioned as a religious corporation for a period of 250 years, 

approximately from 1220 to 1470;ò (A. McKerall).  "Founded c.1207" ï Watt, D. E. R., & Shead, N. F. (eds.); óThe Heads of 

Religious Houses in Scotland from the 12th to the 16th Centuriesô; The Scottish Records Society, New Series, Volume 24, 

(Edinburgh, 2001). 
4
 And a Roderici (Roderick), another son of Reginald (listed first after Reginald).    

https://archive.org/stream/clandonald01macd#page/564/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/clandonald01macd#page/564/mode/1up
http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/a-full-noble-body---good-john-eviscerated.html
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10.   I repeat with the aid of my, might I say, universally acclaimed graphics :- SOMERLED mac Gillebride: k.1164 - 

REX INSULARUM, WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN SUPERIOR CHAPEL, TEMPEULL ODHRAIN, SYMBOLISING THE 4TH 

TOMAIRE NAN RIGH, TUMULUS REGUM INSULARUM. ά¢I9 ah{¢ Ihbhw!.[9 !b5 !b/L9b¢ t[!/9 Lb 

{/h¢[!b5έ  - ά¢I9 ah{¢ I![[h²95 {th¢ hb Lhb!Φέ  

SUMMARY 

If we can knock the nonsense about Somerled and Saddell on the head, then we will be doing everyone, 

including Clan Donald, a huge favour.  

Somerled was RI INNSE-GALL, King of The Isles, and would demand nothing less than to be buried with the 40 (at 

least) other Gaelic/CeltiŎκbƻǊǎŜ YƛƴƎǎ όƻǊ Ψǎǳō-ƪƛƴƎǎΩύ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ΨbƻǊǿŀȅΩ ƛƴ wŜƛƭƛƎ hŘƘǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

most ancient graveyard in all Scotland - ƛƴ ŀ ά/ŜƭǘƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ !ƴŘ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀ 

revered saint (Oran) whose earthly remains were forever in direct contact with his soul in heaven! Proximity to 

ǊŜƭƛŎǎ  Ґ  wŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ΨƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭΩ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ άDeposito ad Santosέ ǿŀǎ 

paramount, essential for Somerled.  Who was the famous Saint with relics at Saddell?  There was none. And who 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ might ǳƴŘŜǊ άsolidarity of kinship,έ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ 

ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ LƻƴŀΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻǎǎŀƭ ŘǊŀǿŎŀǊŘǎΣ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΚ    There was none that we 

know about. 

 

IAN R. MACDONNELL, JULY 2013.    

http://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.com/1-st-orans-cemetery.html
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